Elder Justice Coalition Updates

Coalition Update – March 19, 2004
Dear Elder Justice Coalition Member:

With less than 100 working days in this Congress, EJC continues to meet with Senate and House staff in an all out effort to build more support and secure passage of the Elder Justice Act this year.  We especially want to accomplish this as a tribute to the bill’s author, Senator John Breaux, who will retire at the end of 2004.   These meetings have resulted in the addition of 7 new co-sponsors. The totals are now 37 Senate and 75 House co-sponsors.  A full state by state list of co-sponsors is attached.

In addition to our meetings and calls to the Hill seeking additional cosponsors, Senators Grassley and Breaux have met and discussed a future mark-up pf the bill.  The EJC also meets regularly with Senator Breaux’s staff.

If we are going to succeed this year, the Senate will most likely need to pass S. 333 this spring in order to leave enough time for the House to act and for the House and Senate to work out any differences in their bills.  We do have a positive indication from House leadership that once the bill is passed in the Senate, that they would like to expedite House action. This creates our best chance to date to move the elder justice issue forward and protect millions of older adults from the tragedy of abuse.

We are providing a list of target Senate and House members that we intend to contact and we ask EJC members to contact as well.  We are attaching some talking points to help in your communication as well as our Grassroots Advocacy Kit.  Please advise us if you are able to make contact with any of these (or any other) elected officials and how they respond.

EJC will also be making presentations at upcoming meetings and conferences in the next month.  In particular, we invite those EJC members who will be at the 2004 ASA/ NCOA conference to come to the session on the elder justice act scheduled for Thursday, April 15 at 2:00.  The EJC also expects to be in Tennessee, Nevada, California and Michigan in the next few weeks.

Finally, as in all our communications, we do ask for your financial support.  This Coalition has gone forward with only about 17% of the members contributing.  We ask all organizations and individuals who have not yet offered support to do so at whatever amount they are able to afford.  It is an investment in an important national advocacy campaign to combat elder abuse, neglect and exploitation. Thank you and please feel free to contact Amy or me with any questions you may have.

Sincerely, 

Bob Blancato   

Congressional Meetings

To date, the Elder Justice Coalition has met with the following Senate Offices about co-sponsoring the Elder Justice Act and on working to move the bill through Congress:

Senators Evan Bayh (D-IN); Joe Biden (D-DE); Thomas Carper (D-DE); Tom Daschle (D-SD); Christopher Dodd (D-CT); Elizabeth Dole (R-NC); John Edwards (D-NC); Michael Enzi (R-WY); Russ Feingold (D-WI); Diane Feinstein (D-CA); Chuck Hagel (R-NE); Jon Kerry (D-MA); Jon Kyl (R-AZ); Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ); Patrick Leahy (D-VT); and Craig Thomas (R-WY).

If your member is listed above, please contact them and urge them to become a co-sponsor of S.333.

The Grassroots Hit List

The Coalition is hoping to meet with the following Senate offices to request co-sponsorship:  Senators Snowe (R-ME), Frist (R-TN), Conrad (D-ND),  Allen (R-VA), Cantwell (D-WA), Chafee (R-RI), and Gregg (R-NH).  If you are a constituent or have a connection to any of the above listed members, please write or call the office and ask them to co-sponsor S.333. 

EJA Co-Sponsors

Within the last month, the following members of Congress have become co-sponsors: Senators Jon Corzine (D-NJ); Paul Sarbanes (D-MD) and Arlen Specter (R-PA) and Representatives Tom Lantos (D-CA),  Jose Serrano (D-NY) and Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) and William Clay (D-MO).  The Coalition urges members who live in or have members in these states to write thank letters to the members for their support.

EJC Website

The website continues to be updated monthly.  To date, our website has received over 6,000 hits.  It continues to assist our members with the latest membership and co-sponsor lists and provides details to Senate and House staff who are interested in learning more about the bills.

EJC Fundraising

In the first year of the Coalition’s existence, we have raised $25,000.  Although this is a great beginning, we need you help in reaching our goal.  Please visit the website (www.elderjusticecoalition.org) to download the donation form if you or your organization is able to make a donation to the Coalition.

