The Elder Justice Coalition

A National Advocacy Voice Supporting Elder Justice in America

Tool Kit for Elder Justice Act Advocacy Work

Talking Points for Meetings

Your Interest in Elder Justice Issues

· Thank you for agreeing to see me (us) and to speak about Elder Justice issues.  I (we) appreciate your time.

· I would like to explain how Elder Justice issues are a part of my life.  (Briefly describe your connection with the issue).

· I am here today to explain why we want you to support the Elder Justice Act – S. 795 in the Senate and H.R. 2006 in the House. 

Background on Elder Justice

· Although the number of older Americans is growing fast, the problem of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation has long been invisible to most of society and is among the gravest issues facing millions of older American and their families.  
· From a social perspective, Elder Justice means assuring adequate public-private infrastructure and resources to prevent, detect, treat, understand, intervene in and, where appropriate, prosecute elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.  From an individual perspective, Elder Justice is the right of every older person to be free of abuse, neglect and exploitation.  
The Elder Justice Act S.795 and H.R. 2006
(You may want to choose a few of the following points based on your experiences.)

· After 25 years of congressional hearings on elder abuse without a serious response, the Elder Justice Act marks a turning point for those who have suffered all these years.  Both Republicans and Democrats support the bill.
· No federal law has been enacted that adequately and comprehensively addresses the issues of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation.  As experts can tell you, there are very limited resources available to those in the field directly dealing with these issues (e.g. Older American Act funds).

· The Elder Justice Act would provide federal resources to support State and community efforts on the front lines dedicated to fighting elder abuse with scarce resources and fragmented systems.
· The EJA brings national attention to the issue by:  Creating (1) a Coordinating Council for all relevant federal agencies, States, communities and private and not-for-profit entities, and (2) a consistent funding stream and national coordination for Adult Protective Services (APS). 

· Creating new forensic expertise in elder abuse (similar to that in child abuse) will promote detection and increase our capacity to prosecute offenders. New programs will train health professionals in both forensic pathology and geriatrics.  

· An important element of the legislation is its focus on increasing prosecution.  Technical, investigative, coordination, and victim assistance resources will be provided to law enforcement to support elder justice cases.  Supporting community-policing efforts to protect at-risk elders will enhance preventive efforts.

· This legislation addresses the need for increasing security, collaboration, and consumer information in long-term care:

· Improving prompt reporting of crimes in long-term care settings

· Criminal background checks for long-term care workers

· Enhancing long-term care staffing

· The bipartisan bill authors have been very careful not to create unnecessary bureaucracy.  The bill does not federalize state and local roles; rather it provides federal leadership and resources to those on the front lines.

· These are some of the provisions of the bill, but it is a comprehensive approach to elder justice and there is much I have not mentioned today.

Thank you and Follow-up

· Thank you very much for spending time with me (us) today to discuss this important legislation.  Do you need any further information on the Elder Justice Act?

· Would you be kind enough to follow-up with me in writing regarding your position of the Elder Justice Act?  Please let me know if you plan to cosponsor the bill.

· Is there anything that I could do to support your work against elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation?  
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