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Chairman Kohl, Senator Blumenthal:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the non-partisan Elder Justice Coalition (EJC).  Our more than 750 members appreciate the strong commitment this Committee has to promoting elder justice by helping to prevent elder abuse.  You bring an additional level of credibility and experience to this issue because of your outstanding work as Attorney General of this state and your efforts at combating elder abuse were very effective.  We also commend you for your leadership on elder justice in your first year in the Senate serving as a cosponsor of the End Abuse in Later Life bill as well as the Elder Abuse Victims Act.  In addition your request of a GAO study on ways the federal government can support state, local and private efforts to combat financial exploitation was also very important.
We commend you not only for holding this hearing but also for your interest in policy strengthening APS programs.  We look forward to working further with you and your staff. In light of the fact that policy to strengthen APS programs could be included in the Older Americans Act, we are especially interested in working with you and members of the authorizing Committee to see how the upcoming reauthorization of the Older Americans Act can further strengthen our commitment to elder justice.

One thing is not in dispute this morning.  Elder abuse is a growing national problem.   The National Institute of Justice says almost 11 percent or 5.7 million persons over age 60 reported suffering from some form or abuse in the past year.  Yet when you factor in non-reporting, numbers grow dramatically.  A recent NYS study says for every report of elder abuse, 23 or more go unreported.  It takes all forms, yet financial abuse is among most prevalent in 44 states.  You will hear the impact of financial abuse from Sandy Timmermann of the MetLife Mature Market Institute. The average victim of elder abuse is an older woman living alone between 75 and 80.  Today according to the Census Bureau, 48 percent of all women over 75 live alone.  

Yet our federal response to this growing problem is anything but growing.  If you consider funds spent on adult protective services from the Social Services Block Grant, and funds for elder abuse prevention and the ombudsman program in the Older Americans Act, it totals less than $200 million.  By contrast, we spend upwards of $7 billion on child abuse prevention programs.   We are all looking for ways to save Medicaid dollars with its $333 billion budget.  Let us invest in preventing elder abuse and keeping some of its victims from having to turn to Medicaid.

We most certainly appreciate your recognition of and support for adult protective services in our nation.  An original member of the Elder Justice Coalition and one of our most steadfast advocates is the National Adult Protective Services Association (NAPSA).   Including the Connecticut Department of Social Services, APS is established by statute in every state to receive reports of abuse, neglect and exploitation of older persons.  The work of APS is as important to vulnerable adults as child protective services are to children.  Despite its nationwide status as a response system for victims of vulnerable adult and elder abuse, as you know from the recent GAO report, it has no national infrastructure.  As a result, APS offices are faced with ever increasing caseloads, shrinking state budgets and are struggling to survive.  Yet we find it both amazing and appalling there are still 13 states which provide no funding for adult protective services from its main funding source, the Social Services Block Grant (SSBG).  It might make sense if there was no elder abuse in those states but we know that is not the case.
An important missing dimension for APS, the lack of a dedicated federal funding stream was addressed with the passage last year of the Elder Justice Act.  I know you are familiar with this landmark legislation.  My only additional comment about the EJA is our fervent hope that with your help we can secure first time funding for the Act as proposed by the President in his FY 2012 budget.  The main element in his request is $16.5 million for Adult Protective Services Demonstration grants.  We view this as an important first step in building a national infrastructure for APS services.

There is no question that another way to enhance the standing of adult protective services is to allow it to have a first time home within the federal government.  We believe this action will prove important if it prompts the Administration to move more quickly and implement a provision of the Elder Justice Act which calls for a permanent home within HHS for APS.

We feel that this office should collect and disseminate data on an annual basis and do it in coordination with the Department of Justice.  The absence of good data has impeded legislative action on elder justice pure and simple.  This needs to change.  In this environment data can drive dollars.  

We also support the Administration’s call for a State Adult Protective Services Resource Center.  We agree such a center is needed by the field and think it important to have it codified in statute.   We look forward to discussing with you the idea to have this APS resource center be an extension of the National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA).  We await the announcement by AoA of the new NCEA and following that we can see what possibilities may exist.

Essentially, we see your support as a critical catalyst to aid adult protective services-men and women who are on the front lines in each state to help investigate and help victims of elder abuse and prevent future victimization.  It is time the perpetrators of elder abuse stopped having the upper hand.

We must never forget that a victim of elder abuse is never the same.  And according to the statement of findings in the Elder Justice Act, victims of elder abuse have three times the risk of dying prematurely.  What greater motivation do we need to act?

Respectfully Submitted,
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