Summary of July 8th Meeting
Coordinating Committee of the Elder Justice Coalition

In attendance:  Bob Blancato (NCPEA), Brian Lindberg (NASOP), Bill Benson (NAAPSA), Charlie Sabatino (NAELA), Dan Quirk and Kathy Miller (NASUA) and Amy Hooper.
Introductions were made and everyone replied that they had received the agenda which was sent prior to the meeting.

· Membership

Amy informed the committee that the Coalition now had 170 members and that an updated list would be sent to the group following the call.  Bob asked the committee to look over the membership list once it was sent and to see if there were holes in service provider fields where the Coalition needed to seek more members from those fields.  It was noted that Law Enforcement may need to be “beefed up”.  The group agreed to review the list and offer suggestions of groups to contact for membership.

· Legislation

· Updates

Bob informed the group that there were 49 members of the House on the bill and 26 members of the Senate (including authors).  Bob state that Rep. Blunt’s being added as a co-author may bring in more Republicans.  It was also noted that the Senate’s progress of gaining new co-sponsors had been slow.  Bob told that group that Senator Craig’s staff was meeting with Senator Breaux’s staff to work out some concerns about the bill.  Bob noted that Breaux staffers wanted to work with Craig and his concerns.  It believed that once Senator Craig becomes a co-sponsor, more Republican members will also join.

Bob also told the group that he believed Senators Leahy, Snowe and Reed were close to becoming co-sponsors and that the Committee and Coalition should work toward their co-sponsorship.

· Kohl Prescription Drug Language

Bob had previously sent the Committee an e-mail which contained information about Kohl’s prescription drug language. After some discussion, the group was asked if they felt the Coalition should be involved.  Members of the group questioned if the Coalition had any members that may be more involved in prescription drugs or criminal background checks and it was noted that NCCNHR has been involved in these issues in the past.  Bill stated that he would check with NCCNHR about their position on this legislation.  Dan asked if there was a way we could obtain a document that analyzed the differences between the Kohl and Breaux bills and Bob agreed to check into it.  The members agreed that more information was needed before they could determine if the Coalition should involve itself in this issue.
· Strategy for New Co-Sponsors

Brian described plans to produce a ‘kit’ for Coalition members to use in obtaining meetings with members of Congress and how to discuss the bill.  The kit would contain instructions on how to obtain a meeting, and what to discuss and handout while in the meeting.  Draft letters would also be provided.  Bob noted that he was planning to conduct Hill visits during July.  Bill asked the group if they felt that Grassley’s hearing on July 17th would be an appropriate place for the Coalition to show up and show support.  Bob said that he would ask Lauren Fuller if she could get Breaux to recognize the Coalition if several members went and sat together.  Brian agreed to send his grassroots kit to the Committee for their thoughts before it is produced and sent on the membership.
· Finances

The Committee reviewed the Excel spreadsheet of the Coalition’s finances which was sent prior to the meeting.  Bob noted that only 3 checks had been written thus far and that the Coalition had received contributions from less than 10 percent of the membership.  The Committee agreed that the current check procedure worked well and that it should continue and be looked at its effectiveness later after more checks had been written and expenses paid.  The committee than discussed how to record, acknowledge and recognize in-kind contributions.  Brian suggested that maybe the Coalition should thank those who have contributed as acknowledgement of their efforts rather than record their contributions.  Bob suggested that the Coalition could thank and acknowledge those who have contributed in-kind in a six-month report that would be distributed to the membership or maybe on the new website.  Bill agreed that all ideas sounded good and would check with other members of NAAPSA to see if they agreed or had other suggestions.
· New Business

· Website
Bob, Amy and Brian have been hard at work trying to find a web designer who was both experienced and affordable.  They had an interview with Anna-Lisa Walters earlier before the call and were recommending her to be the web designer for the Coalition’s website.  Copies of her proposal were sent to those in attendance in the call with any comments requested by Thursday, July 10th.  Amy will be checking Anna-Lisa’s references and if no one else has comments, will enter into a contract with her to design and maintain the Coalition’s website, which could be up in early August.

The meeting adjourned and members agreed to hold another conference call meeting in August.  A date and time will be agreed upon later.

