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Elder Justice Coalition Applauds

 Expected Introduction of Elder Justice Act in House

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Elder Justice Coalition, an advocacy group representing more than 135 organizations and individuals focused on elder abuse prevention welcomed the imminent introduction of the Elder Justice Act in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

The Elder Justice Act is groundbreaking legislation that would create federal umbrella agencies to fund, oversee and coordinate elder abuse prevention and awareness efforts in the 50 states. 

“The Elder Justice Act will create The Office of Elder Justice at the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Justice to oversee funding and policy issues,” said Bob Blancato, the coalition’s national coordinator. “This is a crucial advancement in the fight against elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation which requires coordination and a steady funding stream at the federal level.”

The number of reported cases of elder abuse and adult abuse are approaching 500,000 based on data collected by the National Center on Elder Abuse through 2000.  This represents a 60 percent increase since 1996.  Some estimate that as much as 84 percent of cases go underreported.

Other important goals to achieving elder justice that are contained in the bill include better data collection so that we can validate the need to commit sufficient resources to elder abuse and increasing law enforcement’s capacity to achieve more prosecutions and improved training for the many disciplines that deal with elder abuse on a daily basis.  The Act also provides for an Elder Justice Resource Center and Library to provide a one-stop repository of information on elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.

The Act was originally introduced in September 2002 and re-introduced in February 2003 as S. 333 by Senators John Breaux (D-LA) and Orrin Hatch (R-UT).  There are currently 22 co-sponsors on a bipartisan basis.

The Elder Justice Coalition formally launched itself in February with a mission to help secure passage of the landmark legislation. It has since grown to 138 members.  The Coalition is a bi-partisan coalition of national, state and local organizations as well as individual members.  The coalition represents the many disciplines involved in the fight against elder abuse, including adult protective services, ombudsmen, health care professionals, elder law and law enforcement, researchers, national, state and local advocacy groups and key players in the aging network.  

Those interested in joining the coalition should contact Amy Hanley in the office of the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (NCPEA) elderjustice@erols.com or by phone at 202-682-4140.
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