The Elder Justice Coalition

A National Advocacy Voice Supporting Elder Justice in America

December 1, 2003

Dear Elder Justice Coalition Member: 

I am writing to you for three basic reasons.  First, I want to say thank you for all the support that you have provided to the Elder Justice Coalition (EJC) this past year.   Second, I want to provide a brief summary of our work on the Elder Justice Act.  Finally, I ask for your help in securing our continued work on this critical mission through a contribution to the Elder Justice Coalition.

In less than one year’s time, the EJC has become an important resource to Congress on elder justice. Its leadership and members have testified at Senate hearings and have conducted briefings for Congressional staff.  The EJC also created a grassroots advocacy tool kit and has contributed to a wider public awareness about elder abuse through presentations at national state and local conferences and events.  Also, on Monday, December 1st, the EJC will also launch its new website, www.elderjusticecoalition.org, to provide more resources and information. 

One year ago before the Elder Justice Coalition, there was only a Senate bill with fewer than 20 co-sponsors.  Today there are 33 co-sponsors in Senate and 67 on the House bill which was introduced on June 17th.

Yet even with our progress, we know our biggest challenges and hardest work lay ahead.  The Second Session of the 108th Congress can provide a great opportunity for action on the Elder Justice Act.  We plan to redouble our efforts to:

· Increase the number of co-sponsors of S 333 and H.R. 2490

· Seek definite commitments for hearings and markup in both the Senate and House committees of jurisdiction.

· Engage in more public awareness and education activities in Washington and with the grass roots to gain more support for the Elder Justice Act.

Today the Elder Justice Coalition is 205 members strong--a testament to the importance of this issue.  We have needed your help to get here and we will need your help in the future.    EJC members will be asked to provide testimony, schedule and participate in visits with Members of Congress and help raise the issue at the state and local level.  Of course, for us to continue and expand our work we need financial support from our 205 members.  To that end, I have attached a dues form.  Please consider making a contribution before the end of 2003, if possible.  We view 2003 as a year of progress; we want 2004 to be the year of victory for the Elder Justice Act.

Thank you.

Sincerely, 
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Robert B. Blancato

National Coordinator

1612 K Street, NW, Suite 400 ( Washington, DC 20006 ( Phone: 202.682.4140 ( Fax: 202.223.2099
www.elderjusticecoalition.org(elderjustice@verizon.net


