
March ____2011
Dear ____Senator/Representative______________________:

I am writing to you today as one of the 705 members of the Elder Justice Coalition, a non-partisan organization dedicated to preventing elder abuse, neglect and exploitation by educating and advocating on behalf of the Elder Justice Act (EJA) and related elder abuse legislation. Our work helped secure the enactment into law of the EJA in 2010.  Our work in 2011 is about securing funding.  We were pleased funding for the EJA was included in President Obama’s budget.  We strongly recommend that at a minimum, his request of $21.5 million be included in the Labor, HHS, and Education Appropriations bill for FY 2012.  The total amount authorized for the Elder Justice Act in FY 2012 is $195 million.

Elder abuse is a very serious issue facing our country today. According to research:

· 14.1 percent of non-institutionalized older adults nationwide have experienced some form of elder abuse in the past year;

· a National Institute of Justice study found that almost 11% of people age 60 and older, or 5.7 million individuals, suffered from some form of abuse in 2009;

· elder victims of abuse, neglect and exploitation have three times the risk of dying prematurely;

· the MetLife Mature Market Institute and the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (NCPEA) released a report in 2009 which pointed to seniors losing some $2.6 billion a year due to this type of abuse.

The funding would have a direct and immediate impact by providing urgently needed support for state and local governments to combat elder abuse.  The President’s budget proposal for FY 2012 includes:

· $16.5 million for State Adult Protective Services demonstrations to improve operations; 

· $5 million for long-term care ombudsman at the state and local levels who respond to complaints of abuse and neglect in the nation’s long-term care facilities.

The Elder Justice Act promotes the safety and well-being of older adults, creates jobs and sends funding to states and local communities so they can effectively protect their seniors from abuse.  We urge you to support funding for the Elder Justice Act for FY 2012.

Sincerely,
YOUR NAME
1612 K Street, NW Suite 400 Washington, D.C. 20006

Phone: 202-682-4140  Fax: 202-223-2099

www.elderjusticecoalition.com  elderjustice@verizon.net

