The Elder Justice Coalition

A National Advocacy Voice Supporting Elder Justice in America

Elder Justice Coalition Membership Surpasses 100

Feb. 21, 2003 -- Only 11 days old, the Elder Justice Coalition has attracted more than 100 members, achieving an early goal set by National Coordinator Robert Blancato.

“This level of commitment by the varying disciplines of the aging and elder community further proves that the Elder Justice Act is needed,” Blancato stated. 

The Elder Justice Coalition formally launched itself on February 10, at a press event announcing the introduction of The Elder Justice Act of 2003 (S.333).  The coalition’s mission is to help secure passage of the landmark legislation.

U.S. Sen. John Breaux (D-La.), one of the act’s co-sponsors, said he was pleased with the continuing growth of the Elder Justice Coalition. Blancato echoed that sentiment.

“It’s incredible how this has almost taken on a life of its own,” said Blancato. “We’re getting calls from New Mexico, Michigan and numerous other places from people who want information about the coalition.”

The Elder Justice Coalition is a bi-partisan coalition of national, state and local organizations as well as individual members.  The coalition represents the many disciplines involved in the fight against elder abuse, including adult protective services, ombudsmen, health care professionals, elder law and law enforcement, researchers, national, state and local advocacy groups and key players in the aging network.  

“The coalition serves as a national advocacy voice supporting elder justice in America.  We believe that the Elder Justice Act of 2003 will help bring us closer to that goal,” Blancato said. “We recognize this bill as the most comprehensive legislation ever proposed in the 25-year history of federal involvement in the fight against elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.”  

Those interested in joining the coalition should contact Amy Hanley in the office of the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (NCPEA) at 202-682-4140 or by email at elderjustice@erols.com. NCPEA is serving as the administrative home of the coalition.  
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