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Good afternoon.  It is an honor to join Senators Breaux and Hatch as well as Senators Baucus and Collins as the Elder Justice Act of 2003 is introduced.  Congratulations to all the original co-sponsors and particularly Senators Breaux and Hatch for leading the way with this legislation.  

We also introduce the Elder Justice Coalition – a bi-partisan coalition of over 80 national, state and local organizations as well as individual members.  The coalition represents the many disciplines involved in the fight against elder abuse, including adult protective services, ombudsmen, health care professionals, elder law and law enforcement, researchers, national, state and local advocacy groups and key players in the aging network.  We expect our membership to continue to grow.  

I am pleased that a number of coalition members are here today. I would especially like to acknowledge the five founding organizations of the Coalition:

· National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse

· National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

· National Association of Adult Protective Service Agencies

· National Association of State Units on Aging

· National Association of State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Programs

A complete list of the Coalition is at the end of this statement.

Our coalition serves as a national advocacy voice supporting elder justice in America.  We believe that the Elder Justice Act of 2003 will help bring us closer to that goal.  We recognize this bill as the most comprehensive legislation ever proposed in the 25-year history of federal involvement in the fight against elder abuse, neglect and exploitation.  

Today is a day of hope for victims of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation.  Washington has for too long ignored their pain and loss. 

It is also a day of recognition and respect for the vital work done by those who work tirelessly to prevent victimization, treat victims or apprehend and prosecute perpetrators.  

The job ahead in moving this bill forward may be challenging, but we all agree that this Act is critical.  Now the elder justice movement must show the public and Congress that it is time to take action.  

The issue of elder injustice must be localized and personalized into every state and Congressional district in this nation.  We know there is a social and human imperative with this issue.  The Elder Justice Coalition will also make it a political imperative.  

The critical first step is being taken today with the introduction of the Elder Justice Act of 2003 – a bi-partisan, comprehensive and piece of legislation clearly capable of being passed this year.

Thank you Senator Breaux for sponsoring this bill as you did in 2002.  This is an extraordinary level of sustained leadership that you give to elder justice.  You have made the case so eloquently about this crisis and the shockingly tepid federal commitment to address it.  Your bill offers the most viable solution ever proposed in legislation.

Thank you Senator Hatch for your support.  You have a distinguished record of success in bi-partisan endeavors such as this.  As Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee you will play an especially important role and we appreciate your efforts.  

The Coalition again thanks those Senators who have joined as original co-sponsors of the Elder Justice Act.  We pledge to work diligently and immediately to attract more co-sponsors on a bi-partisan basis and to work for expedited consideration of this bill before the Senate Finance Committee.

For the Elder Justice Coalition enactment of the Elder Justice Act will be our main mission. 

Achieving the goal of elder justice across this nation will be our unending message. 

