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S. 2010 - ELDER JUSTICE ACT

Key provisions of the Hatch-Lincoln bill: (expected to be introduced the week of November 14)
Please note the following was prepared by EJC staff. More detailed language will be provided in a final draft of the bill which will be circulated just before the introduction of the bill.

* indicates contained in S. 333 the 108th Congress Elder Justice Act

** indicates new provision

*** indicates modification from S. 333

**** indicates removed from S. 333

Bill is for seven years with $3.9 Billion in total authorizations.
Adult Protective Services (APS) funding  

A first time direct funding stream separate from the Social Services Block Grant for adult protective services is provided.  The bill authorizes $300 million a year for each of the 7 years of the bill * (in original S. 333)
Federal Offices of Elder Justice  

The bill establishes offices  in the Department of Health and Human Services or the Department of Justice They are to work together on the public health, social services and law enforcement aspects of elder abuse through the Coordinating Council also established in the bill. * (in the original S. 333)

Advisory Board on Elder Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation

Bill would create this advisory board to create and short and long term multidisciplinary strategic plan for the developing field of elder justice. * (in original S. 333)

Elder Justice Resource Center

Bill would establish this center to be a central repository for information and data regarding elder abuse, neglect and exploitation. It would be mandated to collect uniform data within one year of enactment and provide grants to states to improve data collection at up to $100 million, starting in the 3rd to 7th years. * (in the original S. 333) 
Ombudsman training Bill authorizes $10 million for national organizations or states that represent or train long term care ombudsman to provide training, technical assistance, demonstration programs and research to improve ombudsman effectiveness in addressing abuse and neglect in nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  ** (new)

Dementia training Bill authorizes $5 million in grants to states and other qualified entities to develop training of certified nursing assistants in understanding and coping with resident behaviors associated with dementia and to help nursing assistants learn to cope with job related stress. ** (new)
Bill authorizes $10 million in grants to the nursing home industry to enhance long term care staffing through training and recruitment establish employee incentives including career and wage benefit ladders and programs to improve management practices  ** (modification to authorization levels only; in original s. 333)
Bill provides language dealing with respect for religious beliefs in health care when determining whether there is abuse for data collection purposes  ** (new)

Nurse aide registry study Bill authorizes $500,000 to determine the efficacy of establishing and maintaining a national nurse aide registry ** (new)

Federal cause of action with civil and criminal penalties against nursing homes **** (removed)

Criminal background check requirement *** (modification) would allow the seven state demonstration projects provided in the Medicare Modernization Act to be completed and furthermore directs the Secretary to implement a national criminal background check based on the findings of the demonstrations
In addition are the following provisions from S. 333:
Safe Haven and legal advocacy grants (6)

Centers of Excellence (5)

Grants for Forensic Centers

Study of Model State Laws

Establish a Long Term Care Consumer Clearinghouse
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