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August 12, 2003

Robert Blancato
National Coordinator

Elder Justice Coalition

1101 Vermont Avenue, NoW., Suite 1001
Washington, DoCo 20005

Dear Bob:

I want to take this opportunity to thank you and all the members of the Elder Justice Coalition for
the work done on behalf of the millions of victims of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation, and in support
of my bill, S. 333 the Elder Justice Act. I know that Senator Hatch, the lead Republican sponsor, is also
pleased with all the support the Coalition has provided and the response this legislation has received.

As we move toward the fall, we have made significant progress with this bill. Some of the
highlights of this year's work include:

As we began the August recess, there were a total of 28 co-sponsors on S. 333, exceeding the
total from last year's bill.
The comparable House bill H.R. 2490 was introduced in June on a bi-partisan basis and it
already has 49 co-sponsors.
A recent hearing of the Senate Finance Committee focused on abuse in nursing homes provided
an important opportunity to specifically discuss S. 333 and its relevant provisions to combat this
form of elder abuse.

I am very impressed with the growth of the Elder Justice Coalition since its launch in February.
The fact that there are now over 180 different national, state and local organizations as well as individuals
in the Coalition demonstrates that elder justice is an issue that must be addressed.

I especially commend you on your grass roots campaign during the August recess to educate the
public and Members of Congress about the need to address elder justice issues and cosponsor this bill.

We expect the fall to also be active on behalf of the Elder Justice Act which will include one or
more hearings on the issue and continued work toward a mark up in the Senate Finance Committee.

I am deeply appreciative of the support and the hard work being done by the Elder Justice
Coalition. It is vital that it continue as we move to the important next stages of consideration for this bill


