
DATE

The Honorable XX
United States (Senate/House)
Washington, DC (20510/5)
Dear (Senator/Representative) X:

As an Elder Justice Coalition member, I am writing to you to ask that you join as a co-sponsor of (S. 795 or H.R. 2006), The Elder Justice Act.  This bi-partisan legislation, introduced by (Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT)) OR (Representative Pete King (R-NY), is the first and only comprehensive federal effort to address the tragedy of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation in our society. The authors of (S. 795 or H.R, 2006) have applied the lessons learned in the fields of children’s and women’s abuse, neglect, and violence in an effort to combat crimes against seniors.  By combining law enforcement, public health, and a social service approach to study, detect, treat, prosecute, and prevent elder abuse, neglect and exploitation this bill is very far-reaching and effective in its approach. 

The bill will provide the opportunity to conduct necessary research, provide training, respond to the needs of victims, and hold offenders accountable.  The Act identifies measures that are cost effective, that have already worked, and that will help to contain the growing societal costs of elder abuse, including avoidable acute and long-term care resulting from abuse.  Reports reveal that 500,000 to 5 million senior American’s will be victims of some form of abuse every year, causing illness, suffering, and premature death.  The Elder Justice Act would, for the first time, provide much needed support to state and local entities, which are on the front lines in combating this largely unknown, but growing problem.

Older Americans deserve the attention of Congress on this issue and the time to act is now.  We need your help in protecting the elderly from the devastation of physical, sexual and psychological abuse, from neglect, or from financial exploitation at home or in institutions. Our nation continues to lack reliable data on the extent of elder abuse and this unreported epidemic will only worsen as 77 million baby boomers age.  

The Elder Justice Coalition is the national advocacy voice representing the many disciplines involved in the fight against elder abuse.  This includes adult protective services, ombudsmen, health care professionals, elder law and law enforcement, researchers, national, state and local advocacy groups and key players in the aging network.  A complete list of the Coalition is attached.  We ask that you join our fight to end this threat to seniors across our nation.  Washington has for too long ignored their pain and loss. 

We have attached a one-page description of the bill for your convenience.  If you have any questions about the Coalition and our support for the Elder Justice Act, please do not hesitate to contact Katy Bosse at the Elder Justice Coalition (202-682-4140) or by email at elderjustice@verizon.net.  

If you wish to become a co-sponsor of (S. 795, please contact Senator Orrin Hatch’s office at 202-224-5251)/(H.R. 2006, please contact Representative Pete King’s office at 202-225-7896).

Sincerely,

Your name

Your group


