The Elder Justice Coalition

A National Advocacy Voice Supporting Elder Justice in America

January 14, 2003

Dear Elder Justice Coalition Member:

On behalf of Brian W. Lindberg and Amy Hanley, I am pleased to provide this summary of the Elder Justice Coalition (EJC) in 2003.  With your help, the EJC grew from a just a good idea to a bi-partisan organization with 215 members.  In addition, with your help, we have achieved our goal, to advance the Elder Justice Act in both the Senate and House to a current point where 101 House and Senate members are co-sponsors.

We all agree this is the pivotal year for the Elder Justice Act.  Senator Breaux, the main architect of the Act, announced he will retire from the Senate at the end of 2004.  This makes our work even more urgent and calls upon all of us to do everything we can to push for passage while Senator Breaux is still in office.  His tenacity and commitment to this cause should be rewarded with the passage of the Elder Justice Act.  I believe that with all our efforts we will be able to succeed.

Our immediate push is to increase co-sponsors and gain commitments for hearings and markups for the bill in the House and the Senate.  We must continue and increase the pressure and do it early in this year.

We hope you will take time to review the 2003 report.  We also hope that those of you who have not responded to the November 26th e-mail asking for your financial support of the EJC will do so as quickly as possible.  Your help means we can do more on behalf of elder justice in America.

Sincerely, 
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Robert B. Blancato

Elder Justice Coalition

2003 Activities and Accomplishments 
Overview

During the past year, the Elder Justice Coalition staff and members have used national and grassroots advocacy, educational briefings, media outreach, research, and information dissemination to increase public awareness of the tragedy of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation at the local, state, and national levels. 

In less than one year’s time, the EJC has become an important resource to Congress, the public, and media on elder justice issues, and we have helped to make our members better known resources, as well.

One year ago, before the creation of the Elder Justice Coalition, there was only a Senate bill with fewer than 20 co-sponsors.  Today there are 33 co-sponsors in the Senate and 69 on the House bill, which was introduced on June 17, 2003.  The Elder Justice Coalition is now over 215 members strong and a growing testament to the importance of this issue.  

The EJC leadership and members have participated in activities that support elder justice legislation in the nation’s capital and across the country.  We have written materials to educate and bring about wider public awareness of elder abuse and we have disseminated tools to be used by advocates and elders themselves.  We have used the media, a Website, and events at the national, state, and local levels to spread the word about this elder crisis.   What follows are examples of our work.

Activities and Accomplishments

 The EJC has been successful in securing the support of an important coalition of national consumer, advocacy, and service provider organizations and individuals for the purpose of securing passage of comprehensive elder justice legislation.

 This broad-based support for a national effort to stop elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation led to the development of a strategy to secure congressional passage of the Elder Justice Act, including educating Members of Congress and the broader public about the blight of elder abuse.  

 The EJC drafted and approved a set of principles to help focus our efforts on education and outreach to support passage of elder justice legislation.

 The EJC founding organizations formed a Coordinating Council to facilitate the administration and leadership duties of the Coalition.  The members include the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse, the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, the National Association of State Units on Aging, the National Association of Adult Protective Service Administrators, and the National Association of State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Programs. 
 The EJC has received contributions totaling $23,475 to help carry out its work.  In kind contributions of time and materials were also significant.  
· EJC Staff has provided members, the media, research, Congressional staff and other interested parties with information on the Act and the Coalition.

 On February10, the Elder Justice Act was reintroduced as S.333 with Senators John Breaux (LA) and Orrin Hatch (UT).  The Founding Five members of the Coalition participated in a related press event where Senator Breaux and several other Senators made statements about the EJA.  The Coalition was also announced and officially launched.  

 A large group of EJC members attended this press event and the EJC provide an out-of-state witness to draw attention to this critical issue.
 On June 17th, the House introduced HR 2490, sponsored by Representatives Rahm Emanuel (IL), Peter King (NY) and Roy Blunt (MO).  The EJC issued a press release in commending the bill authors.
· The Coalition wrote to all members of the U.S. Senate requesting that they cosponsor the Elder Justice Act, S. 333.

· The Coalition wrote to all members of the U.S. House of Representatives requesting that they cosponsor H.R. 2490.
· Staff drafted materials that summarize the key provisions of the Elder Justice Act and wrote a one-page summary for dissemination.

· Staff regularly updates and disseminates a list of current House and Senate cosponsors of H.R. 2490 and S. 333 respectively.

· The Website of the Coalition was opened to the public on December 1, 2003 and has already received over one thousand hits.  Go to www.elderjusticecoalition.org .
· The EJC assisted in the drafting and editing of a Question and Answer Document for the Elder Justice Act.  It is now used on the website.

· The EJC has held briefings and informational sessions for Congressional Staff to learn more about the Elder Justice Act.

 The EJC wrote and disseminated a Grassroots Advocacy Tool Kit that individuals and organizations use to promote co-sponsorship of the Elder Justice Act.  The kit includes information on how to contact Members of Congress, how to present your issues at meetings or through written correspondence, talking points to guide such discussions, background on the Elder Justice Act, and materials to be left behind for staff and the Member of Congress.

· The Coalition drafted and disseminated a grassroots letter to be used as a template or example of how to write to Members of Congress requesting that they cosponsor the Elder Justice Act.

· Bob Blancato also testified at two Louisiana Field Hearings on April 22, 2003 on behalf of NCPEA and the EJC.  Senator John Breaux chaired the hearings on Elder Abuse and the Elder Justice Act.

· On August 12, 2003, the EJC received a strong endorsement of its efforts in a letter from Senator Breaux.  He encouraged the EJC to continue its activities.
· On September 24, 2003, the Senate Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Crime, Corrections and Victims’ Rights held a hearing entitled: "Elder Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation: Are we doing enough?”   James Wright of Triad, a Coalition member, testified.
· On October 20, 2003, Holly Ramsey-Klawsnik of the National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse testified before the Senate Aging Committee in a hearing entitled “Shattering The Silence: Confronting The Perils Of Family Elder Abuse”
· Carol Scott, the President of the National Association of State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Programs testified at a hearing on financial abuse conducted by Senators Bond and Mikulski on October 30, 2003.  Bob Blancato, representing the EJC, also testified at this hearing before the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions’ Subcommittee on Aging.  

· The EJC, represented by Brian Lindberg, made a presentation with Senate Special Committee on Aging Staff at the National Aging and Law Conference and at the Virginia Elder Law Bar Conference.

· EJC staff spoke to the General Federation of Women’s Clubs regarding the Act and the activities of the Coalition.

 The EJC was active on the speaking circuit.  The National Coordinator of the EJC, Bob Blancato, served as a spokesperson for elder justice issues at conferences including: the National Association of Counties, American Society on Aging,/National Council on Aging, Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services, National Education Association-Retired, Tennessee APS/Tennessee State University, Virginia Elder Rights Coalition, Consortium Against Adult Abuse, Arlington County Advocacy Network, ASA Summer Series in Philadelphia, Vera House in Syracuse, NY, International Conference on Family Caregiving, West Virginia Governor’s Summit on Aging, New York State Elder Abuse Conference, The Benjamin Rose institute, and the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services Conference.
· The EJC also actively participated in (through its members) and conveyed the elder justice agenda to the Leadership Council of Aging Organizations, Americans for Long Term Care Security, Generations United, the Campaign for Quality Care.
In conclusion, the EJC is preparing for the challenges of 2004.  Even with our accomplishments and progress, our biggest challenges and hardest work lay ahead.  The Second Session of the 108th Congress can provide a great opportunity for action on the Elder Justice Act.  We plan to redouble our efforts to:

· Increase the number of co-sponsors of S 333 to more than 60 and increase the number of cosponsors of H.R. 2490 to more than 218.

· Seek commitments for hearings and markups in both the Senate and House committees of jurisdiction.

· Engage in more public awareness and education activities in Washington and with the grassroots to gain more support for the Elder Justice Act.
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